Thymoma associated with pure red cell aplasia, immunoglobulin deficiency and an inhibitor of antigen-induced lymphocyte transformation.
A case of thymoma associated with pure red cell aplasia and hypogammaglobulinaemia is described in which the anaemia was of abrupt onset, following removal of the tumour. Tests of immunological function showed abnormalities of both humoral and cellular immunity. The patient was found to have a serum inhibitor of antigen-induced lymphocyte transformation which disappeared after immunosuppressive therapy at the same time that erythroblasts reappeared in the marrow. It is suggested that the triad of thymoma, pure red cell aplasia and immunoglobulin deficiency are manifestations of 'pluripotent' stem cell failure; in this case the inhibitor of lymphocyte transformation may have been related to the factor which also inhibited red cell maturation.